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MARCH 
2011 

 
VOLUME FOURTEEN 

 

Gardeners’ Question Time which is due to be recorded in the 
Bernard Hall on Monday February 28th   will be broadcast on Radio 4  
on Friday March 11th at 3 p.m. and repeated on Sunday March 13th at 
2p.m. 
 

See next month’s Village Voice for what it was like to ask a question 
and what it was like to be in the audience. 

Although there still remain some questions concerning the accuracy 
of the names of our "village children", the final draft of the Village 
Record as at 31.12.2010,  is now all but complete.   I am sure there 
are still some children who have been excluded,  I just don't know 
where they live!! 
 

A copy of the draft will be displayed, courtesy of Les, in the window 
of the village shop.   Everyone is asked to check their household's 
details very carefully and, if necessary, make a note of any amend-
ments in the notebook which Les will be holding, to ensure that our 
Record is as accurate as possible. 
 

Thank you all for your co-operation. 
 

 Jennifer Schram de Jong 

On May 5th elections will 
be held for the seven seats 
on the Parish Council. 
Please think whom you 
would like to nominate for 
the new Parish Council. 
 
We need people who have 
a concern for the village 
whether they have been 
Councillors before or not so all members of Cud-
dington are encouraged to think seriously about 
this  -  the deadline for nominations is April 4th  
 

The last date to register to vote or apply for a postal 
vote or proxy vote is April 14th  
 

See page 3  for the formal notice from the Parish 
Clerk. 
 
 

Annual Parish Meeting 
 

Please note that this will now be held in the 
Bernard Hall at 7.30 pm on Monday 18th April 

Details in next month’s Village Voice 

In the Times Weekend Supplement on February 19th there was an article entitled  
“A good walk: Cuddington and the Winchendons, Bucks.”    

The article comments on “an excellent village shop”  and “a gorgeous church”  and suggests that the walk should end at 
The Crown which is “warm, friendly and welcoming”. 

For more information and full details of this and other walks, visit the author’s website: christophersomerville.co.uk 
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Quite a lot of people have begun to ask whether the Parish Council is planning 
any celebrations for the Royal Wedding in April.     If anyone wishes to cele-
brate this happy occasion  as a village, would be happy to organise something 
or at least help to organise something,  please contact a member of the Parish 
Council or Venetia Davies, the Clerk, and let us know.    For your information,  
for a street party will we will need to apply for a street closure permit, but this 
is being made easier because of the shortness of time available to apply for and 
be given such a permit  -  apparently the powers that be were caught napping;  
they hadn't heard it was taking place!!  

 

Wedding bells  
This has to be the year for Weddings with the big Royal Wedding at the end of April. I am 
sure there will be celebrations in Cuddington and we wish all the best to Prince William and 
Kate Middleton. 
When people marry they naturally want a special place to make their promises to each other. 

Not everyone knows how easy it can be to arrange to make those promises in church. You no longer need to live in 
the parish to be married in the local church - there are now many more churches to choose from under new rules that 
simply ask for a qualifying connection. The easiest is living in the village and we especially welcome local couples 
to marry here. We know that house prices are high in Cuddington and many adult children and grandchildren live in 
the towns simply because they cannot afford live in our pretty village. It is all now much more possible to have a 
wedding in the church of your choice and even those outside the community are potentially able to marry here if they 
attend services for six months before coming to book the wedding.  
We welcome children to weddings and we welcome couples who already have children. You do not need to be bap-
tised to marry in church and it is even possible to have a wedding service combined with a service of baptism for 
your children. 
We are also keen to support couples who wish to marry but fear that they cannot afford it. Church weddings are mod-
estly priced and receptions don’t need to cost the earth.  
Sadly we know that not all marriages succeed and those wishing to marry for a second time have real regret for the 
past and want to have a fresh start. We are very open to exploring how to begin again and make their new vows in 
church. There are options of a marriage service or a service of blessing of a civil marriage and couples are guided 
through the process of finding what service will be most suitable for them. 
The Church of England has a website with lots of information about planning a church wedding: http://
www.yourchurchwedding.org It helps you through the arrangements and has advice on everything from music to 
finding a vicar!  
This month in the Haddenham Benefice we are holding a special day for couples planning marriages in our churches. 
Our day gives a basic start up pack to help couples through the early stages of marriage when they are understanding 
each others expectations and deepening their relationship. We will give advice on hymns and readings and help cou-
ples plan their service to be something special and personal to them. We will also explore the Christian meaning of 
marriage and the special nature of making their vows before God. 
So look out for our church weddings over the spring and summer months – and pray for our couples that as they 
make their promises before God that he will strengthen their love for each other and help them nurture a marriage 
that is life-giving and life-long. 

The Revd Margot Hodson writes: 

Would you like to take a journey 
through the Bible? 
A number of church members have 
decided to take up the E100 Challenge 
which is to read 100 chosen Bible pas-
sages from Genesis to Revelation in a 
year. 
If you would like to try it, whether or 
not you are a church member, contact 
Graham Carr (290000)or one of the 
churchwardens who will explain it and 
tell you what help is available. 

A reminder of the Church Lent Course...Do come and join us! 
Theme: “The Life and Death of Jesus” 
Dates: March 8/9, March 22/23, April 5/6, April 12/13 
The study on the Tuesday evening is repeated on the  
Wednesday evening. Everyone is welcome to come to either. 
Time:  7.30 pm - 9.15 pm  Starting with coffee and biscuits 
Place:  St. Nicholas Church 
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Haddenham library (pictured below) is threatened 
with closure.  The County recently completed a public 
consultation in which it recommended locally gener-
ated funding 
and local 
volunteers to 
provide 
branch li-
brary ser-
vices in fu-
ture. 
 

The value of 
a nearby li-
brary to Cuddington villagers is beyond question.  
The vigorous campaign to defend Haddenham library 
has been paralleled all over the country.  A small 
working party, drawn from the large group of library 
supporters at public meetings in Haddenham, has sent 
a robust and clear response to County Hall.  In its 
preamble it notes that Haddenham library serves vil-
lagers from Stone, Dinton, Chearsley and Cuddington 
as well as Haddenham itself.  The major recommen-
dation states that although there are potential volun-
teers in our area, most would only contribute if the 
County Council made a clear commitment to a future 
library service in Haddenham, managed and led by a 
professional staff.  So far the County Council has sug-
gested a possible grant of £15,000 annually.  Last year 
the running costs of Haddenham library were 
£76,000. 
 

We await the County’s detailed response and mean-
while urge our politicians not to abandon branch li-
brary provision, by ensuring access for all ages to 
books, information and computers and a quiet place 
for study, all of which have contributed so much to 
our education, culture and leisure. 
 

 Peter Wenham 

The Baptist Chapel 1829 - 1993 
On the approach to the Crown Cross Roads along Dadbrook a 
burial ground is to be: seen but there is no sign of a building. 
This has certainly not always been the case for in 1829 the Bap-
tists of Haddenham bought this piece of land (for £29) and a 
chapel was built which was then in 1831 taken over by Cud-
dington Baptists. Edward Bedding of Haddenham became its 
first pastor and over the years men like him of faith and great 
devotion were responsible for the Chapel 's growth over the 
years. The religious Census of 1851 stated that attendances at 
the morning Sunday School averaged 65 and attendances at the 
afternoon and evening services were 130 an 100 respectively.  
The chapel continued to  flourish well into the twentieth century 
every generation providing men and women from the village 
who devoted themselves to the work of the chapel . The build-

ing would be packed for 
Harvest Festivals, Anniver-
saries and performances of 
"Service of Song". Large 
teas were provided on these 
occasions.  
 

However after the second 
world war numbers were 
gradually diminishing al-
though   evening services 
continued and it wasn't until 
the 1980's that weekly ser-
vices were not viable and 

finally the reluctant decision had to 
be made to close the chapel . Peggy 
Hampshire remembers the days when 
the congregation numbered only six 
or seven people. A final service was 
planned, which was to be a Service 
of Thanksgiving for the life of wor-
ship, fellowship and witness of the 
church. This important service was to 
be held on Saturday February 26th, 
but during the night of February 19th 
- 20th part of the upper storey of the 

chapel and the staircase to it collapsed. Mike and Sue Radwell 
who live next to this site remember being woken up by a 
strange rumbling noise and the next morning seeing the devas-
tation. The site was cordoned off while decisions were being 
made as to the future of the building. In  the meantime the 
planned service took place in the Methodist Chapel. 
 

Decisions as to what should be done with this partially de-
stroyed building were made by the chapel itself for at 6 a.m. on 
the morning of the 9th of April the Radwells again heard a hor-
rendous noise. Much of the chapel had fallen and during the 
morning there were further collapses. There was  now no hope 
of preserving the building and Aylesbury Vale District Council 
immediately sent out a team to demolish what was left stand-
ing. 
 

The reason for the disaster was, of course, that, in common 
with most Cuddington buildings of that time, it was built of 
witchert…an excellent building material as long as it is prop-
erly looked after and with the lack of support for the chapel this 
had not happened.   
 

 Peggy Cattell 

The Notice of Elections will be published on 21st 
March 2011 and anyone wishing to stand for elec-
tion, should contact the Clerk, Venetia Davies on 
01844 290616 or e-mail: venetia.davies@talktalk.net 
for a nomination pack alternatively contact the Elec-
toral Register Manager on 01296 585807 or e-mail: 
electoralreg@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk. 
 
The formal election process is handled by the elec-
tions team at Aylesbury Vale District Council and 
the deadline for nominations is no later than noon 
on Monday 4th April.   
 
District Council and Parish Council Elections are 
being held on Thursday 5th May 2011 with polling 
taking place between 7am and 10pm. 

The chapel as it was and (below) 
after the collapse seventeen 
years ago—the photographs 

being taken just a week apart! 
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The History Society’s February 
Meeting 

 

I collected Peggy Batchelor from her 
home in Wendover on this filthy Feb-
ruary night. As soon as she got in the 
car I realised that the night’s speaker 
was going to brighten the evening and 
I was not disappointed.  On the way to 
Cuddington Peggy told me that she 
was 94: only the knowledge of the 
topic “E.N.S.A.”  (Entertainments 
National Service Association) of 
which she was a founder member and her diminutive stature made this informa-
tion credible. 
 

Peggy began by giving a brief history of her time at the Guildhall School of Mu-
sic and Drama where she was mentored by Sybil Thorndyke. Sybil Thorndyke 
kept in touch and when she, with other theatrical greats, formed E.N.S.A., Peggy 
was summoned to Drury Lane Theatre for a successful audition. 
 

The first assignment was revealed only after the performers had met at Totten-
ham Road tube station and the leader had opened a sealed envelope directing the 
group to East Grinstead hospital. Peggy performed her first turn and on return-
ing to the wings burst into tears as the sight of the troops with their horrendously 
scarred and wounded faces she found overwhelming. Violet Carson (later to 
achieve national fame as Ena Sharples of Coronation Street) told her to pull her-
self together and get back on stage. 
 

So started a career entertaining the troops that took her via West Africa to India 
where she stayed two years and met the man who would much later become her 
husband. 
 

In India she was made Welfare Officer managing the performers, most of whom 
were well known names to us, who arrived from Britain and when the “Stars” 
failed for what ever reason joined the “Stop Gaps” ensuring that the show went 
on. 
 

Peggy told how she was ship wrecked, mauled by a tiger, met stars recounting 
tales of their personalities and behaviour, of the love of her life and how she was 
revered by the troops, a truly romantic account of this remarkable woman’s 
young life. 

Apology  
My sincere apologies for bizarrely calling Sue Oswell Sue Radwell in last 
month’s account of  her excellent talk “London’s river and its buildings”. 
 

 Maryon Pates 

Cuddington Youth Drama members are busy with the 
final rehearsals for The Search for Odysseus, to be per-
formed in the Bernard Hall on Saturday 12th and Sunday 
13th March. 
 
When Odysseus fails to return home after the Trojan wars, his wife Penelope is 
pursued by an unwelcome suitor determined to take Odysseus’s place.  To stop 
this, their son Telemachus must set out on a quest to find his father and bring him 
home. 
 
Ticket prices are £8 for adults and £6 for children and concessions.  Box Office 
01844 299 149   www.cuddingtonyouthdrama.org.uk 

This was Derek 
Leary’s second 
visit to the Gar-
dening Club and 
his subject on this 
occasion was enti-

tled Plant Paradise.   
 

Two of his favourite hobbies are gar-
dening and photography and this was 
very apparent in the stunning photo-
graphs of flowers and plants he 
showed us.  He had tips on different 
lens and filters to use and how to 
achieve certain effects, for example 
using a nylon stocking can really alter 
the effect of a photo and is know as 
blurring.  It is very useful for getting 
rid of unwanted backgrounds. 
 

He had wonderful close up shots of 
flowers from this county and his trav-
els abroad.  He always takes with him 
The Garden Visitors’ Notebook in 
which he records the garden visited 
along with the date and weather condi-
tions as a reference, along with a tri-
pod.  The best time to take photos of 
flowers is first thing in the morning or 
later in the afternoon because of the 
light.  He had some magical photos 
taken on a frosty morning and also of 
tree trunks, leaves floating on water 
and animals.   He rounded the evening 
off with a compilation of photos on a 
DVD accompanied by music which 
was a lovely end to the evening.  This 
was achieved using Pro Show Gold 
and was very effective. 
 

He also recommended a free picture 
editing software programme from 
Google called Picasa which he finds 
very useful for adjusting and repairing 
photographs and for removing redeye. 
 

This was a most enjoyable evening 
and he is a very enthusiastic lecturer. 
 

The next meeting to the Gardening 
Club is Monday March 7th at 7.30 p.m.  
It will be the AGM followed by an 
illustrated interactive session “Guess 
the Garden” and the evening will be 
rounded off by the distribution of the 
Murphy potatoes.  Please make sure 
your entry forms have been returned to 
David Jones by Thursday 3rd March at 
the latest. 

 
And finally, don’t 
forget to tune into 

BBC Radio 4 on Fri-
day 11th March at 

3.00p.m. or hear the 
repeat on Sunday 13th  

March at 2.00 p.m. 

E.N.S.A. in action! 
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Village Voice is published by the 

Cuddington Parochial Church Council 

The committee for Greener 
Cuddington met on the 27th 
January; they are Doug 
Kennedy (Chairman) and 
Grace Brown, Jessica 
Ecott, Amanda Carroll and 
Caroline Stonham. Their 
objective was to prepare a 
list of activities for the 
year. They want to encour-

age more of us to engage with Greener 
Cuddington and to this end propose to 
focus on wildlife (see last month’s is-
sue).. The Cuddington website has 
been updated and Doug Kennedy did a 
presentation to the Parish Council 
which impressed everyone present. 
 

Doug has also met the Head and Dep-
uty Head of Cuddington and Dinton 
school and his suggestion that the 
school get involved in Greener Cud-
dington was received enthusiastically. 
 

The Greener Cuddington team is plan-
ning a local Wildlife Photography 
competition, to be judged at the village 
fete, and the team looks forward to 
seeing our fellow villagers out with 
their cameras during the early summer 
months. 

Another activity for all Cuddingtonites 
is the Garden Vertebrate Watch in 
May, to record the numbers of birds, 
mammals and amphibians on the se-
lected date. More information will be 
forthcoming. 
 

The team has also been in touch with 
Milton Keynes Wildlife Partnership 
about  the wildlife site in the “tractor 
field” where a rare plant, the “Round 
Fruited Rush” grows. 
These are all projects which should be 
supported, so watch out for further 
news. 

A genuine Cuddington blackbird 

5th May this year brings local elections and possibly a referendum on the way we 
will vote in the future!   All councillors retire as of 21st March, but may stand for 
re-election if they so wish.   The end of the present council's term of office  gives 
us an opportunity to look at some of the things the Council with the village has 
achieved over the last four years.  
 
Cuddington won its category of Thames and Chilterns in Bloom for the last four 
years. In 2009 we became  BUCKS village of the year and 2010 saw the return of 
the Morris Cup in the Best Kept Village competition -  much credit must go to 
the "father of the council" Jim Hayward for these achievements;  he also super-
vises the regular mowing of our greens and organises litter picking parties!  Our 
War Memorial has been restored to its former glory;   a project particularly ap-
preciated by the older members of our community.   The Council has supported 
several village projects both practically and financially;   the CPFA's refurbish-
ment of the clubhouse , the Bernard Hall's new kitchen and a Boules Pitch on the 
playing fields to be opened in April.   The village is the proud owner of a thor-
oughly modern and updated village website, which was relaunched in December 
last year;  special thanks go to those who helped give the village a website that is 
the envy of the County.    The Village Record, compiled at the beginning of the 
millennium,  has been updated and will be sent out soon.  In addition to regular 
maintenance, the children's playground received a face lift and three new pieces 
of equipment for our younger villagers.  All this and the efforts made by so many 
individual villagers helps to make Cuddington a village to be proud of. 
 
The Council contributes to the Church for publishing its excellent Village Voice 
and to the upkeep of the church yard.   A parish "Christmas Card" giving useful 
information about local facilities is sent out and everyone derives great pleasure 
from the Christmas Tree donated by the Soames family with decorations by the 
pupils of our village school. 

 
In and around the village, the 
Council lobbied hard for much 
needed road repairs, and success 
was achieved at the entrance to the 
playing fields car park,  the Dad-
brook "dip" and the road in front of 
The Crown.   Major work was also 
carried out to the footpath leading 
up to the footbridge over the 
Thame.    Salt bins (see picture 
left) were put strategically around 

the village and truly came into their own during the last two winters!   Six new 
litter bins are also being installed. 
 
Affordable housing was looked at again, but the parish council was unable to 
come up with an area of land acceptable to the AVDC for such housing.     
 
As Chairman I would like to thank my fellow councillors and our clerk for all 
their hard work over the past four year and also the village for its support and 
help in so many ways. 
 
Looking to the future, there will be many challenges for the village and its new 
Parish Council.    The difficult economic climate with reductions in public spend-
ing affecting all areas of our daily life;   "Localism" and "The Big Society",  all 
will provide us with serious challenges.  The state of our roads,  parking in a vil-
lage not designed for the car,  litter,  maintenance of footpaths and local transport 
are some of the problems which will continue to occupy the new council;   in the 
meantime there are pot holes a plenty to be filled again! 
 
 Sherry Scott 
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On Saturday, February 20th  an oak tree was planted along Tibby’s Lane in 
memory of Leslie Jole who lived in Cuddington for 20 years leaving in1999 
just over a year before his death. During his time in Cuddington along with 
his many other works for the community as a  Parish Councillor Leslie is re-

membered for his determination that 
trees should be planted throughout the 
village. Among the many kinds of trees 
which are now to be admired it is the 
cherry trees which he had planted along 
Swan Hill which delight so many and for 
which he is best remembered. 
 
Last summer two close friends of Leslie 
during the latter years of his life, Mr. 
and  Mrs. Michael Thompson, wrote to 

Sherry Scott in her capacity as chairman of the Parish Council saying they 
would like to donate a tree to Cuddington in memory of Leslie. Hence this 
ceremony, arranged by Sherry, when Mr. and Mrs. Thompson planted the oak 
tree watched by well over a dozen of Leslie’s past friends and neighbours. The 
donors said they very much hoped the tree would be known as the “Jole 
Oak”. 
 
It is in a good position for walkers along Tibby’s Lane to watch it grow as the 
years go by. 

The number of people visiting the new 
Cuddington website continues to increase, 
with 1,076 visits to the site during January 
from 679 different people. 
 

New features during the past month in-
clude various alerts from the Aylesbury 
Neighbourhood Watch Office, and articles 
from Peter Wenham about the Robin 
Hood Band and village transport in the 
’20s and ’30s on the Village History page. 
 

New entries are also starting to appear in 
the Business Directory pages.  If you run a 
local business, make sure it’s visible to the 
hundreds of people who visit the website 
each month.  For a simple, five-step guide 
to putting your business in the directory, 
please contact Stephen Turner on 291312, 
Chris Long on 291153 or Venetia Davies 
on 290616. 

At the W.I. February meeting Neil McCorie, 
Principal Officer of Springhill Open Prison, 
spoke on Drug Awareness. It would be diffi-
cult to imagine a more surprising beginning 
to a W.I. meeting than this one. Having been 

asked to move into the billiard room members watched 
in amazement while a Springer Spaniel rushed swiftly 
around, sniffing at each piece of furniture and into 
every comer and crevice of the room, He obviously 
didn't find anything which interested him, but when a 
pile of parcels was brought into the room his interest 
became intense, and he quickly concentrated on one 
package, sat down in front of it and remained mo-
tionless staring intently. At this our speaker  opened 
the package and showed members the drugs it con-
tained. Delighted with his usual reward, a ball to play 
with, this dog was taken from the room and replaced 
by a black Labrador. While the Spaniel had only been 
interested in things, this dog had been trained to inves-
tigate people. 
 
In preparation for his performance five members of the 
W.I. had been asked to stand in a row. The sniffing 
dog scrutinised them carefully, but fortunately for 
them he found nothing of interest . However when a 
young man was asked to join the line the dog immedi-
ately showed interest and after several sniffs he sat 
down in front of his suspect , and remained motionless 
not taking his eyes off the man's face. A package was 
then taken out of his pocket and members were shown 
the drugs it contained. What members had been watch-
ing was the skilful way these two sniffer dogs work 
with their handler to sniff out any drugs which might 

have been brought into Springhill Open Prison.  

After this fas-
cinating exhi-
bition mem-
bers returned 
to their seats 
in the other 
room and lis-
tened intently 
to what Mr. 
McCorie had 
to tell them 

about drugs He described the different ones and told 
where the dangers lay. Members were interested to hear 
him say how over the years different drugs had become 
popular along with the pop music of that era. When mem-
bers were asked whom they regarded as drug takers many 
were perhaps surprised to hear that the chances were that 
all of them came into that category, for, they might well 
have been prescribed medicinal drugs or have drunk alco-
hol (perhaps the most dangerous of all drugs) and all 
when drinking an innocent cup of tea or coffee, were im-
bibing caffeine, not only a drug but one which can easily 
become addictive.  

Members were absorbed in everything the speaker had to 
tell them about this subject and just as the beginning of 
the talk had been unusual so was its ending for instead of 
the usual few questions being asked there was question 
after question and long discussions went on and on well 
into the tea period and beyond. As Caroline Thompson 
said in her vote of thanks this had been a talk she would 
have hated to have missed, and all the members obvi-
ously thought the same.  
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Village Voice having helped to publicise the 
arrival of Boules in Cuddington considers it 
only right to try now to explain the rules of the 
game. Remember that the main object is to 
have fun and at the same time indulge in some 
gentle exercise. The brief rules of boules (or 
petanque as it is also called) are as follows 
(with grateful  thanks to Ken Birkby): 
Brief rules.  
 
1. Size of teams, number of boules 
You can play the game with two teams of one, 
two or three players on each side. With teams 
of one or two, each player has 3 boules; with 
teams of 3, each has 2 boules. 
2. Size of boules and cochonnet (or jack). 
Boules should have a diameter between 7 and 8 cm; ideally made of steel 
and weighing between 650g and 800g. They should be marked so each 
player can tell which boules belong to them. They will generally have a dif-
fering number of etched circles around the boule. The cochonnet should be 
made of wood, about 3 cm in diameter. 
3. Choosing the throwing place 
Toss a coin to choose which team plays first. Any player in this team win-
ning the toss chooses where to draw a circle on the ground in which every 
player will stand to throw their boules. The circle should be about 0.5m in 
diameter and at least 1m from any obstacle (wall, tree, edge of playing area, 
etc). 
4. Throwing the cochonnet 
He/she then throws the "cochonnet" between 4m and 8m, or 6 to 10 paces 
from the circle in any direction. It also must not be closer than 1m from any 
obstacle. 
5. The first boule 
Any player from the first team then throws the first boule, trying to get it as 
close as possible to the "cochonnet". Both feet must stay together on the 
ground and within the circle while throwing and until the boule has landed. 
6. The other team 
A player from the other team then steps into the circle and tries to place a 
boule closer to the cochonnet than their opponent, or to knock the oppo-
nent’s boule away. 
You must throw within 1 minute of your turn starting. The boule nearest 
to the cochonnet is said to be “holding the point”. 
7. Who plays when 
The players in the team that is not “holding” continue throwing until they 
place a boule closest to the cochonnet, and so on. Players on the same team 
do not have to take alternate throws, but a player must always play their own 
boules. 
8. When one team has no more boules 
When a team has no more boules to be played, the players of the other team 
throw theirs and try to place them as close as possible to the cochonnet. 
9. Counting the points 
When both teams have no more boules, you stop and count up the points. 
The winning team scores one point for each boule nearer the cochonnet than 
the opponents closest. Only one team can score points in each round. 
10. Starting the next round 
A player from the team that has won throws the cochonnet from a new circle 
drawn round the cochonnet’s last position. The winners are the first team to 
reach 13 points (or whatever total you decide). 
NB There will be a number of sets of boules available to borrow from the 

CPFA. 

There will be an official opening of the pitch on Sunday 1st  May at 1.00p.m.      

When Village Voice asked me to write a 
little about my work as a food photographer 
and stylist, I was delighted to be able to 
share a bit about this fascinating field. The 
job of a food photographer and stylist calls 
for lots of creativity and precision, but de-
spite common belief, not a great deal of 
trickery! It’s true that in the past lots of 
strange tricks were used to make the food 
look nice, but it’s much more natural and 
palatable these days. Having said that, good 
food photography is very challenging and 
the right lighting and careful composition 
make all the difference. Most food photog-
raphers work with a stylist who prepares 

the food but, as a trained chef and food 
lover, I prefer to do all the styling for my 
work. I see it as such a significant aspect to 
the artistry of the final image. 
 
There are a few strands to my work. I get 
commissions for editorial projects - for ex-
ample I am currently working on some fea-
tures for a food magazine. I also get asked 
to take photographs for commercial pro-
jects so businesses can showcase their prod-
ucts on websites and brochures. I love fine 
art photography and aspire to make that a 
bigger part of my work. In addition to food, 
I also photograph gardens and have been 
commissioned to photograph some magnifi-
cent town and country gardens. Wonderful 
work, despite the very early morning starts! 
 
One of my favourite projects is my blog 
which is called Extra-Relish. The main 
themes of my photography blog are food, 
lifestyle and nature. It is a showcase of life 
in a beautiful rural village - Cuddington. 
We have such distinct seasons here and this 
really appeals to my website visitors in 
other parts of the world. I style and photo-
graph a seasonal recipe in each post, so if 
you need inspiration for something to cook, 
do come and visit! 
 
 Pascale Cumberbach 
 http://extra-relish.com/ 
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The Summer Ball is an annual event held to raise 
funds for the Cuddington & Dinton Church of Eng-

land School. It is an opportunity for parents, the 
school and the local village communities to come to-
gether to support the school, get dressed up and have 

a great fun evening together. 
 

Our School Field at the Junior site (Dinton) is cur-
rently undergoing a major transformation which left 
the Ball looking for a new home – but thanks to Mr 
and Mrs Spencer Bernard of Nether Winchendon 
House, the marquee will be in their grounds this 

June. 
 

Tickets for this year’s Summer Ball have been going 
fast. They went on sale just before Christmas and 

well over 60% have been sold. The Ball takes place 
on 18 June 2011 and the event includes a drinks re-
ception, opera singing, fabulous three course meal, 
live band, disco, raffle, casino and auction. More 

information is available at 
www.acesandqueens.wordpress.com. 

Enquiries to the chair of The Ball organising commit-
tee Roger Pratap email roger@pratap.org or 

telephone 07973 118167. 

The  theme of this year's 
fête will be :  " Hats Off to 
Cuddington "       
 
So!   Get cracking now on 
designing and making a 
super new hat to wear at 
the fête and see if you can 
carry off  the "Best in Fête " prize.     
 
Who will be opening the fête?   This will be the best kept 
secret of the year! 
 
Volunteer helpers please give your names to a member of 
the committee! 
 
If you have anything you wish to donate to the fête (we 
would also like any hanging baskets you no longer need), 
please bring it to: 
 
Yvette Digby, The Malt House, Lower Green (291310) 
Jayne Davidson, Wychen, Spurt Street  (299149)                    
Jennifer Schram de Jong,  Larden,  Spicketts Lane (291501) 
 

Or give us a call on any of the above numbers and we will 
collect.    

Overall, January was a cold month although it did be-
come unseasonably mild for a few days mid month. The 
average monthly temperature was 3.9 deg C (39F) com-
pared with the long term average of 4.4 deg C (40F). 
However, January 2010 was much colder with a mean 
temperature of only 1.4 deg C (34F). 
  
Daytime maximum air temperatures in January averaged 
6.6 (44F); the eleven year average is 7.3 deg C (45F). 
Night time air minimum temperatures averaged 1.2 deg 
Celsius (34F) – the long term average is 1.5 deg Celsius 
(35F).  
The actual highest day time air maxima occurred on the 
13th (12.2 deg C, 54F) and the lowest, 3rd (1.5 deg C, 
35F). The actual highest night time air minima occurred 
on the 14th (10.9 deg C, 52F) and the lowest, 31st 
(minus 4.0 deg C, 25F); the lowest grass temperature 
occurred at this time, (minus 8.4 deg C, 17F). 
  
Generally, it was a dull month with only 39.70 hours of 
bright sunshine being received, 32% below the long term 
average. 
  
Precipitation was well above average, with no contribu-
tions from any snowfall. A total accumulation of 72.5 
mm (2.85 in) fell compared with the 13 year long term 
average of 56.5 mm (2.22 in). 
   
Sky Notes: 
 We will have one of the best opportunities of the year to 
spot the elusive planet Mercury; orbiting so close to the 
sun it can only ever be observed either just before sun-
rise or just after sunset. 
For a few days around mid-March (13th-16th) if the sky 
is clear look due west about 40 minutes after sunset 
(approximately 6.50 pm) and very low elevation. Provid-
ing you have an unobstructed view of the western hori-
zon you will see the planets Mercury and Jupiter close to 
one another in the sky, Jupiter, being the brighter of the 
two, will also appear slightly higher in elevation on the 
13th, however, by the 16th, Mercury’s rapid orbital mo-
tion around the sun will have reversed this situation and 
will appear slightly higher in elevation than Jupiter. Let's 
hope for a clear sky. 
  
 Sean Clarke  

Mountains, Rivers & Valleys 
Songs & Music of Landscape 

 

St Mary’s Church, Haddemham 
Saturday March 19th at 7:30pm 

 
Tickets £10 (conc. £8, child £3) from 
‘Blooming Fruity’ or 
St Mary’s Centre 01844 291108 or 
Alison Court 01844 291553 
 

Concert in aid of Soundabout 
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“Daffodils, 
That come before the swallow dares, and take 
The winds of March with beauty;” 
   Shakespeare 

A gratifyingly large number of  music 
lovers ventured out on a cold Saturday 
at the end of January to enjoy an eve-
ning of warming music at St Mary’s, 
Haddenham. 
Organised by the newly formed charity 
Friends of St Mary’s to raise money 
for the Church, they put together an 
ambitious programme of “songs and 
music from a variety of ages past”. 
The performers, all well-known in 
Haddenham, were John Stradling 
(trumpet), Hugh Stradling (piano), 
Lynne Mills (soprano) and of course 
the Witchert Chorale. 
 
The composers included Scarlatti, 
Bellini, Eva dell’Acqua, Arne and 
Handel. Lynne’s delightful voice car-
ried well with the church acoustics, 
every word was audible. She sang 
some songs to piano accompaniment, 
others to trumpet. 
 
The Witchert Chorale is already well-
known in Cuddington. They sang 
pieces by Purcell, Tallis, Greig and 
Faure. Then after the interval they 
moved to something completely differ-
ent – Barbershop.  My Evaline and Yes 
Sir That’s My Baby, both of which 
were particularly appreciated by the 
audience. And they closed the evening 
with Over the Rainbow and Blue 
Moon. 
 
All this coupled with canapés and wine 
during the interval made for a very 
enjoyable evening. This is the first in 
an occasional series of concerts to be 
given in the Church by the Friends so 
watch out for announcements of subse-
quent performances. 
 
 John Fortgang 

Our Thames Valley CPSO, the lovely Suzan 
Jones,  has been busy persuading villagers to 
join the Scheme.   She has also been trying to 
recruit people who can spare a very little 
amount of time to help as a "contact" person.  
Jennifer S.de J. has also been trying to recruit 
new "contacts",  and confirm that existing 

members are still interested and/or able to help.   We are very 
short of "contacts"  for Bernard Close and also need help with 
Dadbrook and Bridgeway.   Anyone wishing to join the NHW 
Scheme and/or willing to become a "contact" or who wants to 
know what this entails,  please contact Jennifer on 291501 or 
email at jschramdejong@yahoo.co.uk.      
 

We look forward to hearing from you very soon 

Sponsored Ten Mile Bike 
Ride 

from 
Dinton Village Hall 

Saturday 30th April  2011 
Start 10.30am 

 

To enter contact John & Caroline King 
(01296 748265) 
caroline@perryfield.co.uk                                                
or Rosemary & David Jackson  
(01296 748655)   
jacksonrj@btinternet.com 

March 
Wednesday 2nd 7.30 p.m. Parish Council Meeting 
Saturday 5th 7 for 7.30 p.m. Church Supper in the Bernard Hall  
Monday 7th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club   A.G.M  followed by picture Quiz 
     and distribution of  Murphies 
Tuesday 8th 2.30.p.m.       W.I.  Talk on “ The Beautiful Island of Jersey” 
Tuesday 8th 7.30p.m.        Church Lent Course  1st  week (see page 2) 
Wednesday 9th 7.30p.m.  Church Lent Course  1st  week (see page 2) 
Friday 11th 3.00 p.m.       Gardeners’ Question Time, Radio 4 (see page 1) 
Saturday 12th 1.30 p.m.      Cuddington Youth Drama production (see page 4)
Saturday 12th 7.00 p.m.  Cuddington Youth Drama production (see page 4) 
Saturday 12th 7.30 p.m.      Quiz Night at Cuddington Club   
Sunday 13th  2.00 p.m.        Gardeners’ Question Time, Radio 4 (see page 1) 
Sunday 13th  3.00 p.m.        Cuddington Youth Drama production (see page 4) 
Tuesday 15th 7.30 p.m. History Society  “Hospitals & Art in 
     Renaissance Italy” 
Sunday 20th 11 a.m.       Annual Parochial Church Meting in Church 
Thursday 31st 7.30 p.m.  Gentlemen’s Dining Club  at The Crown 
    

April 
Wednesday 6th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Monday 11th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club   “Herbs in the Garden”  
Tuesday 12th 2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Talk on “The Bayeux Tapestry” John Higham 
Monday 18th 7.30 p.m.      Annual Parish Meeting in the Bernard Hall 
Tuesday 19th 7.30 p.m.      History Society   “King Zog of Albania & his Exile 
     in Buckinghamshire” Neil Reed 
Wednesday 20th 7.30 p.m. Demonstration of a Passover Meal   in Church    

Friday 22nd 2.00 p.m.       Good Friday Reflection in Church  
 

May 
Sunday 1st 1.00 p.m.      Launch of Boules Pitch on Playing Field (see page 7) 
Monday 2nd 9.00 a.m.   Madrigals from the Church Tower 
Wednesday 4th 7.30 p.m.  Parish Council Meeting 
Thursday 5th    Local Elections (see pages1 & 3) 
Tuesday 10th 2.30 p.m.       W.I.  Resolutions 
Tuesday 10th 7.30 pm.       Christian Aid Supper in the Club 
Sunday 15th    Start of Christian Aid Week 
Monday 16th 7.30 p.m.      Gardening Club “ Beautiful Kashmir”     
Tuesday 17th 7.30  p.m      History Society  “The Verneys of Buckinghamshire” 
Wednesday 18th 7.30 p.m.   Christian Aid "Bring and Buy"  
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I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank those you who have expressed their 
good wishes and congratulations on my 
appointment as substantive Headteacher of 
the school. I am delighted to have been 
offered the position and will continue to 
work with all of you in the community to 

develop further relations with the villages. 
 
The Junior children competed in a cross country event at Sir 
Henry Floyd where one of our pupils came first; we are all very 
proud of her. 

 
Our youngest pupils had a very 
exciting day in Oxford looking at 
dinosaur bones; our oldest pupils 
also went to Oxford (see picture), 
but their focus was on Lewis Car-
roll and as part of their visit they 
went round Christchurch College 
and had a boat trip. 
 
Some of our pupils have taken 
part in a Dance festival at Had-

denham Infant School where great fun was had by all learning 
some complex dance moves! 
 
We have had a very well attended Family service on the anniver-
sary of the King James Bible which was animatedly presented by 
the Vicar and Helen Barnes. 
The children enjoyed a whole school assembly at Dinton Church, 
led by myself, on the theme of Love. 
 
Our next Family Service at St Nicholas is on 4th April at 9.10 am 
and it would be wonderful to see you there. 
 
 Mrs K Price, Headteacher 

February the fantastic; the month of snowdrops, aco-
nites and hellebores but also Begonias (pictured) and 
do not forget last year’s plants. The sedums and hy-
drangeas have wonderful dried heads that are almost 

architec-
tural in 
appearance. 
Now is the 
time to start 
cutting 
back the 
sedums but 
you can 
leave the 
hydrangeas 
for the time 

being as the heads act as protection for the young 
leaves.   
 
We’re not very knowledgeable about snowdrops but we 
do enjoy them “en masse” under the chestnut tree. As 
they fade towards the end of the month we move them 
around the garden, digging up a clump, separating them 
out, replanting a few in the original hole and then plant-
ing the remainder under deciduous shrubs and trees 
where they will not be disturbed by summer bedding.   
The rare more expensive varieties need more careful 
handling!        
 
At a higher level there are many deliciously scented 
shrubs in flower during the winter, their flowers may be 
small to protect from frost but their scents are powerful 
in order to attract the few pollinators around at this time 
of year. Walking around the garden one suddenly 
catches the fragrance of plants like Mahonia “Charity”, 
Viburnum “Dawn”, the shrubby honeysuckle Lonicera 
“Winter Beauty”, Sarcococca “Purple Stem” and the 
Daphne odora “Aureomarginata”, which admittedly 
does respond nicely to a dose of ericaceous feed after 
flowering. 
 
Speaking of pollinators, the pulmonarias which have 
now come into flower are usually covered in bees, but 
sadly, not this year. Perhaps they have been affected by 
the cold spell just before Christmas. Also affected by 
the extreme cold and wind have been several “special” 
evergreen plants such as escallonia, pittisporum, myr-
tle, ceaonothus and even the bottlebrush under the con-
servatory window. The phormiums seem to be rotting 
at their bases and the cordylines have taken another 
“bashing”. Only time will tell to find out if they re-
cover. If they do not survive they will certainly leave 
considerable gaps in the borders. By the way, have you 
heard of Snow Mould which affects the grass? 
 
Because of the severe winter, 2011 is going to be a test-
ing year for gardens and gardeners. I hope that we are 
up to the challenge! 
 

James & Elsie 

Services at St. Nicholas 
(Churchwardens: Caroline Stonham, 292221 and David Benson, 01296 433757)  

March 
 

6th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION    

13th 10.00 am   FAMILY SERVICE  
   

20th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
     

27th 10.00 am MORNING WORSHIP        

 11.15 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
 

April 
3rd 10 am  MOTHERING SUNDAY  
   FAMILY SERVICE   

10th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP 
   and BAPTISM 
   

17th 10.00 am   MORNING WORSHIP  
   for PALM SUNDAY 
 

 11.15 AM   HOLY COMMUNION 
   

22nd  2.00 pm   GOOD FRIDAY RELECTION 
   “An Hour Before the Cross”  
 

24th 10.00 am   HOLY COMMUNION 
   For EASTER DAY 
 

There is a service at 5.30 pm every Sunday evening at Cuddington 
Methodist Chapel. 

 

 

 


